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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 


ANNUAL REPORT 


' OF THE 


Secretary of Internal 
Aftairs 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 1917. 


PART I. LAND OFFICE—BOUNDARY LINES. 
PART II. ASSESSMENTS—TAXES. 


HARRISBURG, PENNA.: 
J. L. L. KUHN, PRINTER TO THE COMMONWEALTH 
1918. 


OFFICIAL DOCUMENT. _ . No. 13. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


Secretary of Internal Affairs 


COMMUNICATION 


Department of Internal Affairs, 
Harrisburg, January 25, 1917. 
To His Excellency, Martin G. Brumbaugh, 
. Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 


Sir: In compliance with the requirements of the laws of the 
Commonwealth, I have the honor to present you herewith for trans- 
mission to the General Assembly, Parts I and II of the annual report 
of this Department for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1917. 


Part I. Land Office.—Boundary Lines. 


Part II. Assessments.—Taxes. 


Very Respectfully, 
PAUL W. HOUCK, 
Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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ORGANIZATION OF DEPARTMENT. 


The Department of Internal Affairs, as organized under the acts 
of 1903 and 1911, consists of five Bureaus, designated as follows: 


1. Land Office and Boundary Line Monuments. 


bo 


Assessments and Taxes. 
Industrial Statistics. 
Railroads, Canals, Telegraphs and Telephones. 


Bureau of Standards. 


oN. ee ae 


A record of the business of the Department is published in four 
parts, bound in three volumes. 


Parts I and II, Land Office, Boundary Lines, Assessments and 
Taxes. 


Part IV, Railroads, Canals, Telegranhs and Telephones. 
Part V, Bureau of Standards. 
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DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


OFFICERS, CLERKS AND EMPLOYES. 


Secretary of Internal Affairs—Paul W. Houck, Shenandoah, Schuylkill County. 


Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs—James H. Craig, Altoona, Blair County. 
1702 North Second Street. 


Chief Clerk—Thomas Perry, Wheatland, Mereer County. 
220 Crescent Street., 


Stenographer—Miss Stella L. Foote, Wattsburg, Erie County. 
1928 Bellevue Road. 


Messenger—Uriah G. Kreider, Lebanon, Lebanon County. 


Watchman—Isaiah D. Winters, Harrisburg, Dauphin County. 
1815 Berryhill Street. 


BUREAU OF INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS. 


Statistical Clerk—John L. Rockey, Lebanon, Lebanon County. 


BUREAU OF RAILWAYS. 


Chief of Bureaun—Freeman C. Gerberich, Dauphin, Dauphin County. 


Assistant Chief of Bureau—Joseph F.. Bierstein, Shenandoah, Schuylkill County. 
2189 Derry Street. 


_ Stenographer—Miss Nellie E. Blessing, Harrisburg, Dauphin County. 
108 South Street. 


Clerks—Thomas B. T. Baldwin, Chadds Ford, Delaware County. 
Camp Hill, Cumberland Coanty. 


Edwin T. Trego, Harrisburg, Dauphin County. 
1724 Penn Street. 


LAND OFFICE BUREAU. 


Chief Draftsman and Surveyor—John H. Campbell, Uniontown, Fayette County. 
254 Cumberland Street. 


Draftsmen—Robert O. Stuckenrath, MeadVille, Crawford County. 
1808 Market Street. 


W. A. Moore, Curwensville, Clearfield County. 
87 North 17th Street. 


George S. Canning, Waterford, Erie County. 
905 North 16th Street. 


(5 A.) 


6 A, ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Off. Doc. 
Drafting Clerks—James J. Farnan, Chester, Delaware County. 
708 Capital Street. 


John C. Gates, Ebensburg, Cambria County. 
1889 Market Street. 


Search Clerk—George F. Ross, Harrisburg, Dauphin County. 
8 South Front Street. 


Bookkeeper—Edward B. Diven, Landisburg, Perry County. 
Commercial Bank Building 


Compare Clerks—George W. Rhoads, Herndon, Northumberland County. 
212 Muench Street. 


J. R. Beebe, Montrose, Susquehanna County. 
610 North 18th Street. 


BUREAU OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXES. 


Clerk—S. H. Lemon, Hollidaysburg, Blair County. 
117 Sylvan Terrace. 


BUREAU OF STANDARDS. 


Chief of Bureau—James Sweeney, Arnot, Tioga County. 
1 South 18th Street. 


Assistant Chief of Bureau—George B. Marquart, Lebanon, Lebanon County. 
<lerk—Benjamin W. Kurtz, Middletown, Dauphin County. 


Stenographer—Miss E. M. B. Eisenhart, York, York County. 
117 Reilly Street. 


DRAFTING CLERKS AND EMPLOYES UNDER GENERAL APPRO- 
| PRIATION ACT. 


William CG. Davis, Ashland, Schuylkill County. 
458 Hummel Avenue, Lemoyne. 


Charles F. Chidsey, Jr., Easton, Northampton County. 
1725 State Street. 


John O. Jackson, Franklin, Venango County. 
409 South 13th Street. 


Garrett 8. Wall, Monongahela City, Washington County. 
. 224 Woodbine Street. 


George D. Frey, Newville, Cumberland County. 


C. H. Hertzog, Mertztown, Berks County. 
261 Briggs Street. 


William F. Rhoades, Phoenixville, Chester County. 
332 South 16th Street. 


S. S. Stacks, Florin, Lancaster County. 


Russell P. Stine, Lebanon, Lebanon County. 


S.C. Wagenseller, Shamokin, Northumberland County. 
10 South 4th Street. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 





The current business of the Land Office Bureau for the fiscal year 
ending November 30, 1917, is given in detail in the following classi- 
fied statement of work done and moneys received and paid into the 
State Treasury: 


388 copies of drafts of surveys made and sent out, ...... $388 00 
519 copies of patents made and sent out, .............. 519 00 
120 copies of warrants made and sent out, ............. 60 00 
24 copies of applications made and sent out, .......... 12 00 
ITS Searches: oiccociwceeacweaecttanire sat sake wees 28 75 
41 connected drafts, embracing 289 tracts, ............ 216 75 
7 new warrants issued for vacant lands, ............. 1,068 28 
oO” DALENTS ISSUCUy isa'S.d sees HESS Rhee athe Mine aces 831 66 
71 copies of miscellaneous papers, ............0.e0e00- 344 00 
$3,463 44 


COPYING WORK. 





The copying of the old warrants, many of which,.from age and 
constant handling, had become worn and broken, was begun in 1912 
under the provisions of the Act of Assembly of February 16, 1833, 
and has been continued since that time. During the past year the 
usual force of copyists has been constantly employed, as the appro- 
priation for this work was granted by the Legislature and approved 
by the Governor, and a very large number of these important papers 
have, therefore, been copied, corrected and bound in paged volumes, 
with numbers corresponding to the Warrant Registers, being thus 
made safe for many years to come. 

The clerical force doing the copying work above mentioned, also 
does the current copying work of the Department, and is therefore 
often assigned to the copying of surveys, warrants, etc., and to 
making tracings of numerous old records ordered by attorneys and 
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others interested therein. This current work is always given preced- 
ence over any other demands on the services of these employes, in 
order that those requesting copies of Land Office or other record: 
may receive them at the earliest possible moment. 


| WARRANT REGISTERS. 





Many of the Warrant Registers, from constant handling in the 
prosecution of the work of the Land Office, have become mutilated, 
and as they lack much data as to the later disposition of the warrants 
therein entered, they are being copied and such information added. 
Three of the clerks are almost constantly employed on this class of 
work. They have sought out the additional information and during 
the past year have completed several additional Registers of the 
counties of the State, much work having been done in searching out 
patents granted on old warrants. This work will be continued until 
all the Warrant Registers are completed, with all information per 
taining to the individual warrants added up to date. This new 
information in the Warrant Registers is a valuable aid to officials 
of the Land Office in supplying quickly data asked for a attorneys 
and others. 


WARRANTEE MAPS. 





The work of redrafting and correcting the preliminary maps of the 
townships of Fayette county was continued during this year, but two 
townships remaining unfinished, and they will be completed early 
next year. 

The Department has completed warrantee maps of Allegheny, 
Lawrence and Greene counties, in addition to much work done on 
che maps of Mercer, Fayette and Washington counties. These maps 
are of inestimable value in various ways in the search work of the 
Department, and justify the time given to their construction and the 
expense of the work. They also preserve in concrete form much 
valuable data relative to the lands which they describe. The work 
on these maps is very much interfered with by the fact that the 
draftsmen are often detailed on other work of the Department, but 
2s many as possible are kept on the work and it is being steadily 
pushed toward completion. 
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PENNSYLVANIA CURRENCY. 


The question often arises of the value of the Pennsylvania cur 
rency used in commercial transactions from the earliest history of 
the Commonwealth up to the time of the adoption of the present cur- 
rency system of dollars and cents. 

A few years ago, the value of the bond of the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs, fixed at 10,000 pounds, was to be determined and the matter 
was referred to the Attorney General. The law officer of the Com- 
monwealth decided that the value of a pound, as used in this par- 
ticular case, was $2.66 2-3 and was that of the Pennsylvania cur- 
rency. While not cited in the opinion, yet the following table, taken 
from the old Western Calculator, by J. Stockton, A. M., a standard 
arithmetic used in the schools after 1828, is reproduced as addi- 
tional evidence that the pound of Pennsylvania currency was $2.66 2-3, 
and for the information of the general public: 


era THE VALUE OF A DOLLAR IN EACH OF THE UNITED 
STATES; AND PRACTICAL THEORIES FOR pe GING THE CUR- 
RENCY oF EITHER INTO THAT OF ANY OTHER. 


RU LE:—Work by the rule of three; or by the theorems in tle following table: 





N. Eng. Sts.. Pennsylvania, ! 





To Exchange to | Virg., Kent., New Jersey, | New York and South Caro- 
From Ohio. Ven., | Delaware and | N. Carolina. lina and 
Ind. & Mis. Maryland. Georgia. 
*New England States, Dollar Add one- Add one- Subtract one- 
Virginia, &c. 6s. fourth. third. ninth twice. 
| 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, | Subtract one- Dollar Add one- | X 33 one-ninth 
Delaware and Maryland. fifth. 7s. 6d. fifteenth. & —5. 
New York and North Subtract one- Subtract one- | Dollar To one-half add 
Carolina. fourth. sixteenth. 8s, one-sixth of the 
| one-half. 
South Carolina and Add two- Add one-half | X 2 and sub- Dollar 
Georgia. sevenths. one-seventh that tract one-. 4s. 8d. 
one-half and | seventh prod- 
one-half that ° uct. - 
one-sevenoth. |! 


| 


By value of a dollar in any state {s found, either opposite to that state, or under it in the 
t 
aie New England states are: New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode, Island, Connecticut and 
a 
Note.—In some parts of Ohio and Tennessee, the dollar passes for 7s. 6d., and in the new 
states, viz: Louisiana, Mississippi, Illinois, ‘and Alabama, accounts are generally kept in 
federa] money. — 
Note.—Taken from THE WESTERN CALCULATOR, by J. Stockton, A. M., 1828, 
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LIST OF COUNTY SURVEYORS. 


COUNTY. SURVEYOR. ADDRESS. WHEN ELECTED. 
Adams, ......... --S. Miley Miller, ...... Gettysburg, ...... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Allegheny, ......-James G. Chalfant, ....Pittsburgh, ...... *Dec. 1, 1914. 
Armstrong, ......Wade H. Mast, ........ Kittanning, ...... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Beaver, ......- --Michael Baker, ........ Beaver, ......... “oot 
Bedford, ...... .-George W. Blackburn, .. Bedford, ........ ES es 
Berks, ..... -+++eMonroe M. Dreibelbis, .. Reading, ........ et eee Oe 
Blair, ....... .-eJ. Luden Henry, ...... Hollidaysburg, ... “ “ * 
Bradford, ...... --Hiram E. Bull, ........ Towanda, ........ me es 
Bucks, ..... --+-eeEdward W. Utz, ....... Doylestown, ..... we 
Butler, ...... Stew Wee Khe SIORNE 2acivaue ss Butler, .......... rr 
Cambria, ........0. P. Thomas, ........ Johnstown, ...... “ow 6 
CAMCION:. 2455 Seo us bis Gc ee Coe eats e Dee ee nee tea eee No election. 
Carbon, .......eeIsaac W. Granger, ..... Mauch Chunk, ...Nov. 2, 1915. 
Centre, ..... ..-eeArthur C. Dale, ..... . «Bellefonte, ....... 6s 
Chester, .........-Nathan R. Rambo, ....West Chester, .... “ “ “ 
Clarion, ...... .-.8. T. Mortimer, ....... Clarion, ......... “66s 
Clinton, .........Edward E. Ball, ...... Lock Haven, ..... i 
Clearfield, .......H. A. Reese, ........ --Clearfield, ....... Nov. 4, 1913. 
Crawford, ......eIsaac M. Fox, ..... ~--Saegerstown, ..... Feb. 9, 1905. 
Columbia, .......Boyd Trescott, ........ Millville, ........Nov. 8, 1904. 
Cumberland, .....C. A. Bryan, .......... Carlisle, ......... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Dauphin, ........W. J. Daniels, ....... -Elizabethville,.... “ “ « 
Delaware, ..... .-Alonzo H. Yocum, ..... Chester, ......... “66 ts 
BIE, seh San ..-A. H. Shaffer, ........ Ridgway, ........ Cc 
Erie, ........ eeeeks. P. Benson, .....050. Erie, ........ eee OE 
Fayette, ..... -eeed. Howard Henderson,..Connellisville, .... “ “ “ 
Forest, ...... ee Dia We ClArks cicwia dase Tionesta, ....... ge oe 
Franklin, ........John R. McElroy, ...... Fayetteville, ..... wo 6 6 
Fulton, ...... -o-F. P. Plessinger, ...... Locust Grove, ...Nov. 4, 1913. 
Greene, ..... .-.-T. B. Dinsmore, ....... Waynesburg, ..... Nov. 8, 1904. 
Huntingdon, .....G. S. Dencthorn, ..... - Huntingdon, ..... Nov. 2, 1915 
Indiana, .........G. T. McCrea, ......... Indiana, ......... te 
Jefferson, .......-J. Frank Arthurs, ..... Brookville, ..... wy  ceny tere a8 
Juniata, .........Wilbur F. McCahan, ...Mifflintown, ..... i 
Lackawanna, .....Francis O. Stone, ...... Scranton, ....... a wee” AS 
Lancaster, .......Alfred Wood, ........ ~- Lancaster, ....... Tr 
Lawrence, .......R. H. McConaghy, ..... New Castle, ..... ei NS 
Lebanon, ..... .- Llewellyn N. Rothermel, Lebanon, ........ oA 
Lehigh, .......+eCharles Grossart, ....... Allentown, ...... (Smull’s Handbook.) 
Lycoming, .......Evan Russell, ......... Williamsport, ....(Smull’s Handbook.) 
Luzerne, .......eCharles S. Miles, ...... Wilkes-Barre, ....Nov. 2, 1915. 
Mercer, .....+++eM. W. Jenkins, ....... Sharon, ......... ~~ oe Oe 
Mifflin, .........-edohn C. Swigart, ...... Lewistown, ...... oe 
MCK Gaty. 5545566 oie Bene tas Ot ee eo eeiws caer No election. 
Monroe, ....... . George G. Shaffer, ..... Mountain Home, .Nov. 8, 1898. 
Montgomery, .....James Cresson, ........ Norristown, ..... Nov. 2, 1915. 


*Appointed. 
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LIST OF COUNTY SURVEYORS—Continued. 


COUNTY. SURVEYOR. ADDRESS. WHEN ELECTED. 
Montour, .......-4. Cameron Bobb, ..... Danville, ........ (Smull’s Handbook.) 
Northampton, ....Frank H. Raub, ....... Easton, ......... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Northumberland... 5.44 sede bees oA eee Ss OSes No election. 

Perry, ...ee- --eeGard E. Palm, ........ New Bloomfield, ..(Smull’s, Handbook.) 
Pike: i-0é6460% -eeeMrank Schorr, ......... Milford, ......... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Potter, ....... --- William H. Curtis, .....Coudersport, ..... (Smull’s Handbook.) 
Schuylkill, .......John W. Geary, ...... . Pottsville, ....... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Somerset, .......-Irenus S. Pike, ....... - Somerset, ...... Pr ee ea a : 
Sullivan, ........*W. C. Mason, ........ Laporte, ......... (Smull’s Handbook.) 
Susquehanna, ....Morris Tingley, ....... Hop Bottom, ..... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Snyder, ..... ~eeedohn M. Boyer, ....... Middleburg, ...... eae ee 

Tioga, .....e.e+eemugene Beaumont, ..... Wellsboro, ....... mi 

Union, ....... ...E. B. Riehl, .......... Lewisburg, ...... a 
Venango, .......+eH. B. Melat, .......... Kennerdale, ...... Sao ange _* “0 

Warren, .........-D. F. A. Wheelock, ....Warren, ......... *Feb. 21, 1916. 
Washington, .....George S. Chaney, ...... Washington, ..... Nov. 2, 19165. 
Wayne, ...... -»eelsaac B. Sandercock, ... Honesdale, ...... *Sent. 6, 1913. 
Westmoreland, ...Burgess Ross, ......... Greensburg, ...... Nov. 2, 1915. 
Wyoming, .....--&. N. Stone, .......... Tunkhannock,.... “ “ * 

York, ....eeccceeel. BE. Allen, ........- SVOPK. 4 Auraccaneas a ice 


*Appolnted. 


~ 
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APPLICATIONS FOR VACANT LAND. 


During the year ending November 30, 1917, nineteen applications 
for vacant land, including four applications for islands, were investi- 
gated and reports filed by the Secretary of Internal Affairs on the 
question of vacancy, as required by law. The reports of the Secre- 
tary on these applications follow: 


REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Frank M. Zeller for warrant 
to survey a vacant island, called “New Providence Island,” situated 
in the Delaware river, within the bounds of Tinicum township, Dela- 
ware county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs under date 
of April 12, 1909. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy of 
the island described in this application: 

Upon referring to the records of this Department, no plots, drafts, 
warrants or patents for islands in the vicinity described in this appli- 
cation can be found that in any way agree with or that can be 
identified as the island described in this application. 

In answer to a request made by this Department in connection 
with the investigation of the alleged vacant island, the applicant has 
filed a blue print showing the relative location of the island to fixed 
points on the shore lands, which makes its location definite. 

After considering the documentary evidence submitted by the ap- 
plicant and the evidence of the records of the Land Office Bureau 
of this Department, I am of the opinion that the island applied for 
is vacant, and direct that a warrant to survey the same be granted 
after the requirements of the law in such cases have been complied 
with according to the rules and practice of this Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) JAMES H. CRAIG, 
April 24, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Lewis Bell for warrant to 
survey 16 acres, 134 perches of improved vacant land situated in the 
township of Washington and county of Butler, filed in the Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs under date of June 4, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my examination of the question 
of vacancy of the land described in the above named application: 

By reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made part 
of this report, it will be seen that the question of vacancy depends 
entirely upon the relative location of the six tracts shown thereon. 

The William McMichael warrant, dated March 12, 1802, and sur- 
veyed December 6, 1803, is the senior survey of the six shown on the 
‘connected map. 

Adjoining the William McMichael on the east, the Samuel Glenn 
must be located by reason of its calls for corners, courses and dis- 
tances and the call of the John Gilmore warrant, dated March 31, 
1841, for it, although the call of the Samuel Glenn on its west is for 
Joseph Glenn, which is a mistake of the Deputy Surveyor. It will 
be seen that between the line S 65 W 47 perches from a stone to a 
white oak, of the McMichael tract, and the same line of the Samuel 
Glenn tract bearing N 64 E 66 perches from the same white oak, 
there is a difference of 19 perches which takes the line to a stone heap, 
a corner of the John Gilmore. [From this stone heap the Gilmore 
survey bears N 12 W 70 perches to a post, while the: eastern line of 
the McMichael survey bears N 1 W 80 perches from a stone to a post 
in the line of said Gilmore survey bearing N 78 W 180 perches, part of 
which forms the northern boundary of the part applied for. The 
northern line of the McMichael survey, from the post in the line of the 
Gilmore survey bearing N 78 W 180 perches, bears S 89 W 362 perches 
to a post, and a part of this line forms the southern boundary of the 
part applied for. 

The Samuel Glenn and John Gilmore tracts are located, beyond 
question, as shown on the connected draft, and the Andrew Christy, 
the Elisha Hilleaid (or Hilliard) and the William Porter tracts are 
also surely located by their calls for each other and by the calls of 
the John Gilmore and the William Porter tracts for the Andrew 
Christy, as shown on the connected draft. 

The line of the Christy draft from a white oak at its northeastern 
corner, bearing ‘south 51.1 perches to a post, forms the western 
boundary of the part applied for. 

As this alleged vacancy is not covered by any of the surrounding 
warrants, and as a thorough search among the records of the Land 
Office fails to show that any office right has ever been granted to any 
other person for this land, I am of the opinion that the land applied 
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for is vacant and hereby direct that a warrant be issued to the 
said Lewis Bell to survey the land described in the above named ap- 
plication and.return the same for patenting, in accordance with the 
law and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL. ) JAMES H. CRAIG, 
June 5, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Mollie L. Valentine, of Belle. 
fonte, Centre county, for 5 acres and ninety-two perches of vacant 
improved land situated in the township of Benner and county of 
Centre, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs under date of 
June 7, 1917. ; 

In pursuance of the duties Imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the question 
of vacancy of the land described in the above named application: 

In ‘order to determine the boundaries of the land applied for a con- 
nected draft of the surrounding surveys was constructed from the 
original drafts remaining on file among the records.of the Land 
Office Bureau, a copy of which is hereto attached and made a part 
of this report. By reference thereto it will be seen that by locating 
the James Harris tract northwesterly from the Andrew Coon we 
have a hickory, a pine and a white oak corner common to them both 
and three courses with the same degree of bearing. 

To the James Harris survey, the call of which is for the William 
Connelly, is added the William Connelly survey, a part of the south- 
erly line of which, bearing S. 56 W. 12614 perches from a white oak 
to a white oak, forms the northerly boundary of the part applied for. 

The lines of the Henry Miller tract bearing S. 32 E. 24 perches 
from a walnut to a walnut forms part of the eastern boundary, and 
the line of same bearing 8S. 58 W. 45 perches from the last-named 
walnut to a walnut in the eastern line of the Andrew Coon tract 
bearing N. 34 W., forms the southerly boundary of the part applied 
for; and this easterly line of the Andrew Coon extended northwardly 
on the same bearing 2114 perches to a white oak, the northeasterly 
corner of the Andrew Coon tract, forms the westerly boundary there- 
of. 

The construction of the four tracts as shown on the connected draft 
hereto attached leaves a parallelogram 45 by 214% perches not cov- 
ered by these surveys. Failing, after a thorough search among the 
land records of this Department to discover other office rights cover- 
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ing the land contained therein, I am of the opinion that the land 
described in this application is vacant, and direct that a warrant to 
survey the same and make return into this office be granted to Mollie 
L. Valentine, in accordance with the laws and practice of this De- 
partment. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) JAMES H. CRAIG, 
June 7, 1917. - Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
- In the matter of the application of Charles E. B. Dumbauld for 
warrant to survey 2,139 acres of vacant unimproved land, situated 
in Salt Lick township, Fayette county, filed in the Department of 
Internal Affairs under date of May 24,1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved the third 
day of May, 1909, I submit the following report of the investigation 
as to the question of vacancy of the land described in said application: 

The applicant’s draft describes the land as being surrounded by the 
warrants heretofore granted to Abraham Gallintine October. 28, 1837 ; 
Peter Dumbauld April 2, 1840, and Andrew Trapp December 30, 1816. 

A connected draft of the three above mentioned warrants is hereto 
attached and made part of this report. By reference to the said map 
it will be seen that a part of the western line of the Andrew Trapp, 
bearing S. 37 W. 146 perches from a dogwood to a poplar, forms the 
easterly boundary of the supposed vacancy. From the poplar on 
this line, on the Abraham Gillintine draft, the bearing is N. 38 E. 88 
perches to a stone, and from the dogwood the bearing on the Peter 
_Dumbauld draft is S. 3734 W. 32 perches to stones. These two dis- 
tances added make 120 perches, which subtracted from the distance 
given on the Andrew Trapp line before mentioned, 146 perches, leaves 
26 perches. From the stone corner 88 perches from the poplar corner 
of the Abraham Gallintine, the next bearing of the Gillintine survey 
is N. 20 W. 31.8 perches to a stone in the line of the Peter Dumbauld 
bearing N. 7334 W. 42.4 perches to a sugar. This point of inter- 
section being 13.4 perches on a bearing S. 74 E., leaves a distance of 
29 perches from the point of intersection of the line N. 20 W. 31.8 
perches of the Gallintine survey to the “stones” corner at a distance 
of 32 perches from the dogwood corner of the Andrew Trapp on the 
line bearing S. 37 W. 146 perches. 

This connected draft clearly shows that the land applied for is 
not covered by the three warrants thereon set forth, and a thorough 
search among the Land Office records fails to disclose any other 
office right for the same. 


2A—13—1917. 
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With all the evidence before me, I am of the opinion that the land 
described in this application is vacant, and I therefore direct that a 
warrant be issued to survey and return the same for patenting ac- 
cording to law and the practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAT.) JAMES H. CRAIG, 
June &, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Charles E. B. Dumbauld for 
warrant to survey 5,979 acres of vacant, unimproved land situated in 
Salt Lick township, Fayette county, filed in the Department of In- 
ternal Affairs under date of May 24, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the Act of Assembly approved the third day of May, 1909, 
I submit the following report of my investigation of the question of 
vacancy of the land described in said application: 

A connected draft hereto attached and made part of this report, 
shows the relative location of the Peter Dumbauld warrant bearing 
date April 2, 1840, and the Andrew Trapp warrant bearing date 
December 30, 1816. By reference thereto it will be seen that the time 
between these two warrants bearing, on the former, S. 50 W. 131 
perches, and on the latter 8. 49 W. 137 perches, from a white oak, a 
corner common to both, shows a difference of six perches in length. 
From the end of the distance, 131 perches, given on the official draft 
of the Peter Dumbauld warrant, the succeeding three courses, dis- 
tances and corners are as follows: N. 6514 W. 26.2 perches to a sugar ; 
N. 214 E. 24 perches to a linn, and S. 82 W. 109.5 perches to a post, 
designated as a dogwood on the Andrew Trapp draft. This same . 
line, from the dogwood, on the Andrew Trapp draft is given as bear- 
ing N. 81 E. 54.5 perches to stones, showing a difference in distance 
of 55 perches. From these stones, the next bearing of the Trapp 
draft is S. 67 E. TT perches to stones, where the first mentioned line 
from the white oak, bearing N. 49 E. 137 perches, intersects. 

This construction leaves the apparent vacancy described in this 
application, and as a thorough and careful search among the Land 
Office records in this Department fails to disclose any other office 
right to the land thus described, I am of the opinion that it is 
vacant, and I therefore direct that a warrant be issued to survey and 
return the same for patenting, in accordance with law and the prac- 
tice of this office. 

Respectfully submitted, 


(SEAT) JAMES H. CRAIG, 
June 8, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of W. A. Baker for warrant to 
survey an unimproved vacant island, containing 9 acres and 33 
perches, situated in the Allegheny river, within the limits of Tionesta 
township, Forest county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs 
under date of December 17, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of an Act of Assembly approved May 8, 
1909, I submit the following report as to the question of vacancy of 
the island described in this application: 

By reference to the map shown on the third page of the application 
it will be seen that Dale Island is indicated as lying directly north 
of the one applied for. Dale Island was warranted to David Hunter 
January 26, 1820 and on August 20, 1864, was patented to the Heirs 
of Jesse Dale. The island applied for is also shown as located oppo- 
site the Dale tract on the eastern shore of the Allegheny river and - 
opposite the Jamison tract on the western shore. 

No warrant or other office right, except the one to David Hunter 
just referred to, can be found for any island in this immediate vicinity, 
and from all the evidence before me I am of the opinion that the 
island described in this application is vacant and I therefore direct 
that a warrant to survey said island and make return thereof for 
patenting be granted to the said W. A. Baker in accordance with 
law and the practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) JAMES H. CRAIG, 
June 15, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


t) 


REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of W. A. Baker for warrant to 
survey a vacant unimproved island containing 3 acres and 148 perches, 
situated within the limits of Tionesta township, Forest county, filed 
in the Department of Internal Affairs under date of December 17. 
1915. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of an Act of Assembly approved May 38, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation as to the 
question of vacancy of the island above described: 

By reference to the draft on the third page of this application it 
is seen that the south end of said island is situated 10 perches west 
of the southwest corner of an island patented to the Heirs of Jesse 
Dale, west of the Dale tract and east of the Jamison tract. 
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An examination of the return of survey upon which the patent 
was granted to the Heirs of Jesse Dale shows that the warrant there- 
fore was granted to David Hunter January 26, 1820. This is the 
only warrant to be found among the records of this Department for 
an island in this immediate locality and is referred to on the draft 
accompanying the application. 

From all the evidence obtained, I am of the opinion that the island 
described in the above mentioned application is vacant, and therefore 
direct that a warrant be granted to the said W. A. Baker to survey 
said island and make return for patenting, according to law and the 
practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) JAMES H. CRAIG, 
June 15, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of W. A. Baker for warrant to 
survey a vacant unimproved island containing 20 acres, 96 perches, 
situated in the Allegheny river, within the limits of Tionesta town- 
ship, Forest county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs under 
date of December 17, 1915. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation as to the 
question of vacancy of the island described in this application: 

By reference to the draft of the island applied for by W. A. Baker, 
on page 3 of his application, it will be seen that it is located 97 
perches below “Hickory Town Flats,” and westerly from an island 
warranted to David Hunter January 26, meee and patented to the 
Heirs of Jesse Dale August 20, 1864. 

A thorough search among the records of islands situated | in the 
said Allegheny river, remaining on file in this office, fails to disclose 
any warrant or other office right to an island located at this point, 
and from all the information obtained from the applicants draft of 
survey and its references to shore properties, I am of the opinion 
that the island described in this application is vacant and therefore 
direct that a warrant to survey said island and make return for pat- 
enting be granted to W. A. Baker, in accordance with law and the 
practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) JAMES H. CRAIG, 


June 15, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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REPORT OF DEPUPY SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Mary B. Walton, of Waynesburg, 
Pa., for warrant to survey 6 acres, 67.52 perches of improved vacant 
land situated in the township of Franklin and county of Greene, filed 
in the Department of Internal Affairs under date of June 14, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the ques- 
tion of vacancy of the land described in this application: 

I have caused a connected draft to be made of the warrants 
named in the application as the adjoiners of the supposed vacancy, 
which is hereto attached and made part of this report. By reference 
to the same it will be seen that the line N. 87 W. 20 perches, of the 
Richard Jackson tract, from a white oak to a white oak, forms the 
southern boundary that part of the line N. 15 W. 1387 perches frdm 
the last-named white oak to a white oak, a corner of the Mainyard 
Rockhold tract surveyed August 16, 1799, on his warrant dated 
October 19, 1796, forms the western boundary of the part applied 
for; that the northwestern line of the James Maranda tract, from 
the white oak to the dog tree, bearing N. 23 W. 36 perches, and the 
line of the Patrick Martin tract from the white oak, (the dog tree 
on the James Maranda tract), to a post (a white oak on the Rockhold 
tract), bearing N. 3314 W. 53.5 perches, and a part of the line of 
the said Rockhold tract bearing N. 24 W. 22 perches, form the easterly 
boundary of the part applied for. 

The connected draft having been compared with the draft found on 
the third page of this application, it was found that they practically 
agree with each other. 

A thorough search has been made among the land office records 
on file in this Department, but no other office right can be found to 
cover this area. With all the facts before me, I am therefore of 
the opinion that the land described in this application is vacant, and 
I therefore direct that a warrant to survey the same and make return 
thereof for patenting be granted to the applicant, according to law 
and the practice of this Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) . JAMES H. CRAIG, 
June 20, 1917. Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Nehemiah R. Gilbert for war- 
rant to survey 27.807 acres of improved vacant land in South Frank- 
lin township, Washington county, filed in the peparanent of Internal 
Affairs under date of July 11, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties fiposta upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly, approved May 
3, 1909, I submit the following report of the investigation as to the 
question of vacancy of the land described in the above application: 

By reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made part 
of this report, it will be seen that the part applied for is entirely 
surrounded by the warrants of Peter Beabout, Henry M. and Sarah 
©. Keeny, and Ira L. Lacock, dated respectively December 1, 1818, 
April 8, 1907, and November 26, 1909. Their courses and distances 
agree with the draft submitted by the applicant, as found on the 
application hereto attached. 

After a thorough search among the records of the Land. Office 
Bureau, which fails to disclose any other right to this land, and a 
careful consideration of all the facts before me, I am of opinion that 
the land applied for is vacant, and I hereby direct that a warrant to 
survey the same be granted to the above-named applicant in accord- 
ance with the law and the practice of this Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
July 16, 1917. | Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of the St. Vincent Archabbey, per 
P. Charles Lindner, Procurator, for warrant to survey four acres of 
vacant unimproved land situated in Mt. Pleasant township, West- 
moreland county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs of Penn- 
sylvania under date of July 13, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report as to the question of vacancy of 
the land described in the above-mentioned application: 

By reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made part 
of this report, it will appear that the question of vacancy in this: 
case depends entirely on the relative location of the following tracts. 
viz: Margaret Campbell, surveyed May 11, 1795, on a warrant dated 
February 4, 1794; John Chambers, Jr., surveyed June 28, 1842, on 
warrant dated June 13, 1842, and Boniface Wimmer, surveyed June 
4, 1867, on a warrant dated March 16, 1867. 
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The Margaret Campbell survey, being the first of these three sur- 
veys to be located on the ground, is taken as the basis for this investi- _ 
gation. Its southeastern corner is called a “C. O.” (chestnut oak). 
The Boniface Wimmer survey at its southwestern corner also’ calls 
for a chestnut oak and has practically the same course and distance 
on its southwestern line as the southeastern line of the Margaret 
Campbell, but at the northern extremity of this line, on the Campbell 
draft, a birch is called for, while on the Wimmer draft a stone is 
called for, but this is explained by the fact that seventy-two years 
elapsed between the surveying of the Campbell tract in 1795 and 
the Wimmer tract in 1867. The next line of the Wimmer tract, al- 
though bearing N. 4° E., must be presumed to follow the same line 
as that of the Campbell tract, which bears due north, for the distance 
of 37 perches, as given on the official draft, to a stone corner. From 
this point, the next two lines of the Wimmer bearing N. 31° E. 20.3 
perches’ to a fallen chestnut, and N. 8° E. 22 perches to a stone, 
diverge from the due north line of the Campbell tract. From the last- 
mentioned stone, which is also the southwestern corner of the John 
Chambers, Jr., tract, lying north of and adjoining the Boniface 
Wimmer, the first line of the Chambers tract bears due north 20 
perches to a chestnut oak. . 

The two northwestern lines of the Wimmer tract, N. 31 E. 20.3 
perches and N. 8 E. 22 perches, and the southwestern line of the John 
Chambers, Jr., tract bearing N. 20 perches, with part of its line bear 
ing N. 42 W. 47 perches, form the southerly, easterly and north- 
erly boundaries of the part applied for, while part of the due north 
line of the Margaret Campbell tract forms its entire western bound- 
ary. The connected draft of the Campbell, Chambers, Jr., and Wim- 
mer tracts, as constructed by a draftsman of this Department, shows 
practically the same results as are shown on the applicant’s draft, . 
namely, that the part applied for is not covered by any or all of the 
tracts shown thereon, and as a thorough search among the records 
of this Department does not disclose any other office right, warrant 
or otherwise, covering the land described in this application, I am 
of opinion that the land applied for is vacant and hereby direct that 
a warrant to survey the same be granted to the applicant under the 
law and rules of this Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) ) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
August 7, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Levan Ash for warrant to survey 
19 acres and 132 perches of vacant improved land in Jenner town- 
ship, Somerset county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs of 
Pennsylvania under date of July 18, 1917. 
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In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report as to the question of vacancy 
of the land described in the above-named application: 

By reference to the connected draft of the five following tracts, 
viz: Benjamin Davis, warrant dated June 20, 1774; Thomas Proctor, 
warrant dated’ December 23, 1773; John Rench, warrant dated Janu- 
ary 6, 1785; Stephen Tanner, in right of Tobias Penrod, warrant 
dated May 25, 1786, and John Wells. (son of Richard), warrant dated 
June 12, 1792, hereto attached and made a part of this report, it will 
be seen that the part applied for, hatched and marked “A,” is sur- 
rounded by the Benjamin Davis, Stephen Tanner and John Wells 
tracts, the John Rench and Thomas Proctor being used to make a 
certain tie-up of the Thomas Proctor and Benjamin Davis tracts with 
the Rench, Tanner and Wells tracts, which is done by beginning at the 
dogwood corner common to the Rench and Proctor drafts with also a 
common call for Alexander Carlisle. 

In 1774 the land applied for now was called vacant by the Deputy 
Surveyor who surveyed the Benjamin Davis tract on July 20 of that 
year; and in 1792 the Deputy Surveyor marked the land now applied 
for “Vacant Stony Land” on his return of survey of the John Wells 
tract, eighteen years after the location of the Benjamin Davis tract. 
As the Stephen Tanner tract was located six years before the John 
Wells, the call along the southern line thereof, N. 56 W. 215 perches. 
from a hickory to a post, is for “Vacant Land,” and as the distance 
from the aforementioned hickory on the same line of the John Wells 
is but 123 perches to a white oak, leaving a difference of 92 perches, 
this 92 perches is the length of the northern boundary of the part 
applied for, extending from the white oak of the Wells tract to the 
post of the Tanner. From the said white oak, the northwesterly line 
of the Wells tract bears S. 80° 40’ W. 99.6 perches to a post. The 
call for adjoiner north of this line is for “Vacant Stony Land,” and 
as it is the southern line of the part applied for, this fact taken with 
the fact that the calls of the Benjamin Davis and the Stephen Tanner 
are both for vacant land, and that after a careful search among the 
records of the Land Office we are unable to find any record of a title 
having been granted for this land, I am of opinion that the land de. 
scribed in this application is vacant, and hereby direct that a*war- 
rant be granted the applicant in this case in accordance with law and 
the practice of this Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
August 9, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


In the matter of the application of John H. Heffner for warrant to 
survey two acres of unimproved vacant land situated in West Provi- 
dence township, Bedford county, filed in the Department of Internal 
Affairs of Pennsylvania under date of August 21, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the ques- 
tion of vacancy of the land described in the above application: 

By reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made a 
part of this report, it will be seen that the part applied for lies be- 
tween the Henry Coonrod warrant, bearing date the 18th day of April, 
1790, surveyed October 23, 1793; the Joseph Sparks warrant, bear- 
ing date November 4, 1789, surveyed June 2, 1790; the Joseph McDon- 
nald warrant, dated May 14, 1788, surveyed February 4, 1786, and the 
David Evans warrant bearing date April 29, 1837... 

The bearing of the line of the Henry Coonrod survey adjoining the 
supposed vacancy on the north is given as N. 89 E. and the distance 
from the black oak corner as 117 perches to a post, while the bearing 
of the northern line of the David Evans is due east from the same 
black oak corner, and the distance is 6 perches to a post. The bearing 
of the north line of the Joseph McDonnald is also due east and the 
distance is 120 perches to a black oak. The bearing from this black 
oak on the Joseph Sparks survey is N. 68 W. 9 perches to the post 
corner of the Henry Coonrod, which leads to the belief that there is a 
strip of land, as shown on the connected draft above referred to, which 
is not covered by any surveys thereon. 

A careful search among the records of the Land Office fails to show 
any warrant or other office right for the land described in the appli- 
cation, and I am of opinion that it is vacant and hereby direct that- 
a warrant issue to the said John H. Heffner, according to law and in 
accordance with the practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL. ) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
August 24, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of William Leslie Donson for 
warrant to survey one acre of improved vacant land situated in West 
Bethlehem township, Washington county, filed in the Department of 
Internal Affairs of Pennsylvania under date of September 7, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy of the 
land described in this application: 
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According to the applicant’s draft, the land applied for lies be- 
tween a warrant to Daniel McFarland dated April 18, 1796, on the 
north, a warrant to Morgan Martin dated May 28, 1900, on the 
east, and a warrant to John Fulton dated September 30, 1786, on 
the west and south; but according to a construction of the official 
drafts returned to this office on these warrants, it will be found by 
reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made part of 
this report, that the surrounding lines should be as shown thereon. 

As there is a difference of seven degrees between the lines of the 
Daniel McFarland, Jr., and the John Fulton, from the common black 
oak corner of the two tracts, these lines bearing respectively S. 47 
I. 44 perches and 8. 40 E. 207 perches, cannot be considered as lines 
common to each other, but form the northerly and southerly lines of 
the part applied for. The Morgan Martin tract, surveyed October 20, 
1900, as located on the said connected draft hereto attached, forms a 
part of the southerly boundary of the alleged vacancy. 

As neither of the above-mentioned warrants covers any part of the 
land as shown on the attached draft, and as no other office right 
for this land can be found among the records of this Department, I 
am of opinion that the land applied for is vacant and hereby direct 
that a warrant be granted to the applicant for the same, according to 
Jaw and the rules of this Department. ~ 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAT.) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
October 15, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of W. H. Keys and P. B. Burtis, 
assistant secretary of Union Coal and Coke Company, for warrant 
to survey thirteen acres of improved vacant land situated in the town- 
ship of West Bethlehem and county of Washington, filed in the De- 
partment of Internal Affairs of Pennsylvania under date of Septem- 
ber 7, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy of the 
land described in said application: 

The question of vacancy of the land applied for in this case depends 
mainly on the relative location of the three other tracts of land 
shown on the connected draft hereto attached and made a part of 
this report. Beginning at a hickory corner common to the Benjamin 
Daniels warrant of January 26, 1785, the Andrew Young warrant 
of January 27, 1785, and the John Arnold warrant of May &, 1788, 
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the western line of the John Arnold warrant bears N. 414 W. 124 
perches to an “allum,” while the eastern line of the Andrew Young 
warrant bears N. 12 W. 120 perches to a walnut, making a difference 
of (1% degrees in bearing, 4 perches in distance and two distinctly 
different corners, namely, an “allum” on the Arnold and a walnut 
on the Young. From these two corners, the western lines of the 
Christopher Horn and the eastern lines of the Andrew Young sur- 
veys are of practically the same bearings with some difference in dis- 
tances which might be accounted for in several ways. From the 
hickory corner at the south end of the second western line of the 
Christopher Horn warrant southward from the John Meek call, will 
be seen a line bearing N. 33 E. 10 perches to a white oak. These 
ten perches of line cut into the Horn survey prove that the hickory 
of the Horn tract is the white oak of the Andrew Young, or that they 
are near each other, and that the white oak of the Young survey 
is not the white oak ten perches east of the hickory called for by the 
Horn above referred to. Consequently, there is a piece of land at this 
point ten perches wide not covered by either the Horn or the Young 
survey, as has been shown, the lines of the Young and those of the 
Arnold begin to diverge from the hickory, the common corner of these 
surveys, extending a distance of 120 perches on the Young and 124 
perches on the Arnold, which is additional evidence that the strip of 
land shown on the connected draft lying between the Young survey 
on the west and the John Arnold and Christopher Horn on the east 
and the Horn on the north, is not covered by these surveys, and as a 
careful search among the records of this Department does not dis- 
close any other office right to the same, in view of all the evidence 
before me I am of opinion that the land applied for is vacant, and 
hereby direct that a warrant issue to the applicants according to the 
law and the practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted. 
(SEAL.) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
October 15, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Isaac Gayman and A. J. Ulery, 
for a warrant to survey ten acres of improved vacant land situated 
in West Bethlehem township, Washington county, filed in the De- 
partment of Internal Affairs under date of September 7, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report as to the question of vacancy of 
the land described in this application: 
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The map accompanying this application shows a strip of land run- 
ning the entire distance of the survey returned on warrant of June 
20, 1786, granted to Christian Gayman, from a white oak.at the most 
northerly corner of the Myles Hayden warrant of November 10, 1784. 
to an elm, the northeastern.corner of the said Gayman warrant, 
whereas the connected map constructed from the official drafts on file 
in this Department shows a well-defined lap of lines, beginning about 
thirteen perches from a white oak corner of the said Christian Gay- 
man, on the line bearing N. 49 I. 56 perches to a sugar, and run- 
ning northward to and beyond a hickory corner of another Christian 
Gayman tract, called “Rose’s Choice.” 

Assuming the connected draft made from the official returns in this 
Department to be correct, there is left of the part applied for, as 
shown on the applicant’s draft, the area of the figure marked ‘*” 
on the connected draft hereto attached. No other warrant or other’ 
office right having been found to cover this land, after a careful 
search among the records of the Land Office, and the surveys of 
neither the Christian Gayman tract called “White Oak Level,” nor 
the Stephen Ulery et al. tract called “Cranberry,” including it, I am 
of the opinion that such part of the land described in this applica- 
tion as is designated on the connected draft hereto attached and 
marked “*” is vacant, and I hereby direct that a warrant to survey 
the same be granted to the said applicants according to the law and 
the rules of this Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
October 17, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of P. B. Burtis, assistant secretary 
of Union Coal and Coke Company, of Pittsburgh, county of Allegheny, 
and State of Pennsylvania, for warrant to survey one and one-half 
acres of improved vacant land situated in West Bethlehem township, 
Washington county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs of 
Pennsylvania under date of September 7, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I hereby submit the following report on the question of vacancy 
of the land described in this application: 

According to the applicant’s draft submitted with his application, 
this land is surrounded by the Daniel McFarland warrant dated 
April 18, 1796, the John Fulton warrant dated September 30, 1786, 
and the Thomas liams warrant dated February 10, 1807. From the 
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official returns of surveys of these tracts a connected draft, which is 
hereto attached, and made part of this report, was constructed by 
this Department, and by reference thereto it will be seen that the 
eastern boundary of the part applied for is made up of the follow- — 
ing three courses and distances of the Daniel McFarland, Jr., survey, 
viz: Beginning at a maple, N. 17 E. 10 perches to a white oak, N. 
76 W. 614 perches to a white oak, and N. 6 E. 20 perches to a white — 
oak; its western boundary is formed by part of the Thomas liams 
line bearing S. 22 W. 106 perches from a white oak to stones; and 
the southern boundary is the line of the John Fulton bearing N. 70 
E. 23 perches from two dogwoods to a white oak corner, which on the 
Daniel McFarland, Jr., survey is called a maple. 

It is therefore evident that so far as these three surveys are con- 
cerned, the land applied for is vacant, and as a thorough search 
among the records of this Department does not disclose any other 
office right covering the same, I am of opinion that the land applied 
for is vacant and hereby direct that a warrant to survey the same 
be granted to the applicant according to law and the rules of this 
Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) | PAUL W. HOUCK, 
October 18, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


| REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Frederick L. Westbrook for 
warrant to survey 108 acres and 25 perches of unimproved vacant 
land situated in the township of Blooming Grove and county of Pike, 
filed in the Department of Internal Affairs of Pennsylvania under 
date of June 21, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I hereby. submit the following report as to the question of 
vacancy of the land described in this application: 

The draft accompanying this application describes the land as 
being surrounded by the warrants granted to John Simpson, Andrew 
Simpson, both dated December 31, 1792, and Mary Seely, Application 
No. 4154, surveyed July 26, 1845, on order of the Board of Property 
dated June 16, 1845, on the west; by warrant granted to Jonas 
Seely, Esq., dated July 31, 1765, on the south and east, and by warrant 
granted to Robert Lettis Hooper, dated December 31, 1792, on the 
north. 

By reference to a connected draft constructed from the returns of 
surveys on the above-named warrants, and hereto attached as part 
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of this report, it will be seen that none of them cover any part of 
the land described in this application. At first sight it would seem 
that the Martin Neligh warrant should be given its distance along the 
southern line of the Robert Lettis Hooper from the post in the west- 
ern line of the Thomas Bulman survey, and that the Jonas Seely, 
Iisq., survey should be moved westward along same, but as the latter 
was surveyed twenty-eight years prior to the location of the Martin 
Neligh warrant, the Neligh must give way to the Seely. 

Attention is called to the location, on June 16, 1845, of the Mary 
Seely, Application No. 4154, as shown on the connected map, which 
calls for the Jonas Seely, Esq., tract along its eastern line. On 
this line these tracts have a common corner, a stone, and practically 
the same bearing, but the Mary Seely calls for a distance of 266 
perches to a stone, while the Jonas Seely, Esq., calls for 203 perches 
to a white oak, a difference of 63 perches. 

The Jonas Seely being thus certainly tied to the Mary Seely, the 
draft shows the location of the three next following lines as thereon 
set forth, leaving the vacancy applied for uncovered. The surround- 
ing surveys, the Thomas Bulman and the Samuel Wigton, also confirm 
the interference of the Martin Neligh with the Jonas Seely, Esq., 
tract. 

From al] the facts before me, and as a thorough search among 
the records of the Land Office fails to disclose any other office right 
for the land applied for, I am of opinion that the land described in 
this application is vacant and hereby direct that a warrant to survey 
said land be granted to the said Frederick L. Westbrook, in accord- 
ance with law and the practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL.) PAUL W. HOUCK, 
October 22, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

In the matter of the application of Charles M. Hull for warrant 
to survey nine and five-tenths acres of unimproved vacant land situ- 
ated in the township of Jefferson and county of Washington, filed in 
the Department of Internal Affairs under date of November 8, 1917. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the ques- 
tion of vacancy of the land described in this application: 
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By reference to a connected draft, constructed and compared with 
the original drafts on file in this Department, referred to by the ap- 
plicant as adjoining and surrounding the part applied for, hereto 
attached and made a part of this report, it will be seen that the east- 
ern line of the John Hanlin, marked “*,” forms the western line of 
the part applied for; that parts of the two southern lines of the 
Thomas and Robert Weaver tract form the northern boundary of 
same, and that parts of the two northern lines of the Edward Justice 
tract form its southern boundary. 

There is a call on the official draft of the John Hanlin, along the 
lines 8S. 59 W. 63 perches and N. 60 W. 65 perches, for Thomas 
Enders. This is evidently an error or a call for a subsequent owner, 
as a thorough search among the Land Office records fails to disclose 
any warrant or other office right in the name of Thomas Enders or 
any other person, and the land adjoining the last-mentioned line is 
covered by the Edward Justice tract, surveyed August 10, 1785, and 
patented to Samuel Jones, in trust, etc., May 18, 1790. The north- 
western line of this tract is also 13 perches longer than the same 
line of the John Hanlin tract, and while the bearing of the eastern 
line thereof is N. 59 E. and its distance is but 63 perches, the bear- 
ing of the second line from the Virginia state line of the Edward 
Justice tract is N. 69 E. and the distance is about 120 perches. 

It is evident that the difference in bearings and distances are 
too great to suppose that these two lines are, or were, intended by 
the surveyors who located them, to be the same, and as both the 
north and south lines of the Hanlin tract fall short of those of the 
Edward Justice line on the south and the southern lines of the 
Thomas and Robert Weaver tract on the north, it is reasonable to 
conclude that the Hanlin should only extend eastward its given 
official distances. 

I am, therefore, satisfied that, in view of all the evidence before me. 
the land described in this application is vacant, and I hereby direct 
that a warrant to survey the same be granted to the said applicant 
according to law and the practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(SEAL. ) PAUL W. HOUCK, 


November 12, 1917. Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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OFFICIAL DOCUMENT. 


No. 13. 


ASSESSMENT AND TAX STATISTICS. 


The work of this Bureau is confined entirely to receiving reports 
containing statistical information relating to assessments and taxes, 


annually, from the commissioners of the several counties. 


The ap- 


pended tables give the figures in detail for each district of the State, 


as well as the totals for the counties and the State. 


For the con. 


venience of those who may not care to consult the tables we present 


the following interesting summaries: 


ASSESSMENTS. 


(Cents are dropped on all items.) 


Total number of taxables, .......... 0. ccc ewww ween 


Total number of acres, cleared land, 
Total number of acres, timber land, 


Total value of real estate exempt, 


Total value of real estate taxable, .................. 


Total number of horses, mares, etc., 
Total value of horses, mares, etc., 


Total value of neat cattle, 
Total value of salaries, officers, etc., 


Total value of property assessed for county purposes, ; 


Total amount of county tax assessed, 


Total amount of money at interest, ................- 


Total value of stages, omnibuses, etc., 


Total value of property taxable for county purposes, . 


Total amount of county tax assessed, 
Total debt of counties, 


TAXES. 


Total amount of taxes collected or appropriated for 


the poor, 


Total amount of taxes collected for streets, roads and 


bridges, 
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‘Total assessed value of real estate,..................- 


eevscoe#45ueeseekeeee#esknt eeee#ee#®ee¢ 


Total number of neat cattle, ............ eee 
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2,670,157 
16,535,294 
6,966,658 
$6,141,384,210 
$796,260,630 
$5,345,123, 580 
559,312 
$36,690,963 
570,535 
$14,592,315 
$224 933 932 
$5,620,640,790 
$44,311,959 
$1,641,694,082 
$646,846 

$1 642,340,928 
$6,574,528 
$270,521,066 


$9,857,935 


$26,179,944 
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Total amount of taxes collected for schools (exclusive 
of State appropriation), .........e cece cece erence 
Total amount of taxes collected for all purposes not in- 
cluded in columns 1, 2 and 3, ..........ccecereece 
Total amount of taxes collected for all purposes, ..... 
Total amount of taxes collected on personal property,. 
Total amount of taxes collected on occupations and 
CMDIOVMENIS; 4c Sheek A yee gw eee Soe 
Total amount of taxes collected on licenses, including 
HQUOP HCONSES) ad nS sa eetksrtes Sha eee ee eames 
Total amount of taxes collected on real estate of rail- 
TOA -COTPOPAliONS, 5 aku states tne ea yencs eas 
Total amount of taxes collected on real estate of other 
corporations, 


ASSESSMENTS. 
Increases. 
Number of taxables, ................ 18,866 
Number of acres, cleared land, ....... 
Number of acres, timber land, ....... 213,840 | 
Assessed value of all real estate,...... 
Assessed value of real estate exempt, . $10,500,626 
Value of real estate taxable, ......... 
Number of horses, mares, etc., ....... 
Value of horses, mares, etc., ......... 
Number of neat cattle, .............. 
Value of neat cattle, ................ $263,044 
Value of salaries, occupations, etc., .. $6,448,119 
Value of property assessed for county 
DUT POSCE;, 3:66 coe rei soe aeawas 
Amount of county tax assessed, ...... $5,178,767 
Amount of money at interest, ........ $136,188,432 
Value of stages, carriages, omnibuses, 
ClLCy. chide case ett Ses eee eee 
Value of property taxable for county | 
PUTPOSES,. .2cccasccacicwdaviseens< . $136,168,123 
Amount of county tax assessed, ..... $549,960 
Total debt of counties, ............. $105,916,263 
TAXES. 
Taxes collected or appropriated for the 
poor, ....... eee ee re ee cree $334,825 
Taxes collected for streets, roads and 
DVIEG GOS bs oiedaaseeesseasee saws 
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42,746,736 
56,205,357 
134,989,971 
8,456,479 
3,476,569 
7,969,830 
2,440,233 


17,852,295 


Decreases. 
162,478 
$115,612,008 
$127,11 2,634 
22,517 


$932,192 
15,405 


$121,333,663 


$20,309 


$529,146 
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Taxes collected for schools, .......... 3,881,301 
Taxes collected for all purposes not in 

columns 1, 2 and 3, ............00- 1,725,754 
Taxes collected for all purposes, ..... 4,412,732 
Taxes collected on personal property, . 1,408,837 
Taxes collected on occupations, ..... 103,905 
Taxes collected on licenses (includ- 

ing liquor licenses, ) Tre ee eee 918,717 
Taxes collected on real estate of rail- 

road corporations, ............... 46,523 
Taxes collected on real estate of other 

Corporations, ..........cce cece ees 2,641,839 


The following statement shows the totals of several items of assess- 
ments and taxes for the two counties of Philadelphia and Allegheny: 


ASSESSMENTS. 


Total number of taxables, ............. cee eee ee eees 834,853 
Total money at interest, .......... 0.0. cece e ee ee ewes $986,954,188 
Total value of real estate taxable, .................. $2,624,766,380 
Total debt of counties, ............... onan e eee eeees 254,991 350 
TAXES. 
Taxes collected or appropriated for poor, ........... $6,288,148 
Taxes collected for streets, roads, etc., .............. 10,466,758 
Taxes collected for schools, .............0 cee ee eeee 16,898,804 
Total amount of taxes collected, .................6. 73,740,312 
Total taxes collected from personal property, ....... 4,682,259 
Total taxes collected from licenses, ................- 4,892,707 


Taxes collected from real estate of railroad companies, 1,646,976 
/ 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, — 


Second Division. 


Showing a specific return of all taxes on the 


In the county for 


Showing the amount . 


subjects named. 


No. 10, 


No. 4. 
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Second Division. 


Showing a specific return of all taxes on the 


First Division. 
Showing the amount of taxes collected in the county for 


subjects nained. 


all purposes. 
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POTTER COUNTY. 


First Division. 
Showing the amount of taxes collected in the county for 


No. 10, 


taxes on the 
No. 7. No. 8. No. 9. 


Showing a | 


No. 6 


all purposes. 
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